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\CI.A.Mail Abuse
{7 .In en apparent landmark declsion in
August 1577, Judgs Jack B. Welnsteln
ruled in Federal District Court in STAT
_Brooklyn that the Central Intelligence
- Agency had engaged in an “abuse of
" power”’ by opening and reading the
* mall of thousands of Americans from °
. 3933 t» 1973. Hs ordered the Govern-
ment to pay thres plaintitfs $1,000
apiece in damages ‘and to apologize
to them in writing for opening one
- plece of mail sent to each. c
Judge Weinstein said that the C.I.A.
ad opened “at least 215,000 pieces
of mail” during its undercover opera-
tion. This left the Government with
a potential liability of $215 million if
every victim sued. T L
The three original plaintiffs—Norman
Birmnbaum, an Amherst College zociolo-
gist; Leonard Avery, a Minneapolis ad-
vertising executive, and Mary R, Mac-
Millen, a placement coordinator at
Northeastern University—hava yet to
collect a cent, And Melvin L. Wulf of
Manhattan, attorney for Mr, Avery and
Miss MacMillen, - calls the letter of
epology sent out by the C.IA, “mealy-
mouthed—they just won't conceds that
what they did was wrong.” T
In Washington, Assistant Attorney
Genera] Barbara A. Babcock says that
the hangup is over the .Government’s
?otenﬁal liability, which she places at
* “even greater than™ $215 million. She
declines to name a figure, but says
it “involves giving away the store.” .
'Mrnv?r u.?:;imn;e‘:ttour_;x:y Genera] and '
A ave been ng to negotiate
. & gettlement that would cover all fu.
ture plaintiffs, but neither side is optl.
mistic. The Government is undeclded
. Whether to appeal Judge- Weirstein's-
; xuling, o
»  Meanwhile, another C.1A. mail-open-
. Ing case is scheduled to go befors
. Judge Weinstein on Feb. 8. ;
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